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Department Overview 
 
The Mission of the West Chicago Police Department is to Protect Life and Liberty, Provide Quality Police 
Services, and Forge Community Partnerships with Integrity and Professionalism. 

 
There are three units in the Police Department: Office of the Chief of Police, Support Services Unit 
and Operations Unit. 

 
The Office of the Chief of Police’s primary responsibility is to provide general management direction 
and control for the Department. The Office of the Chief of Police consists of the Management 
Analyst, and the Administrative Assistant. 

 
The Support Services Unit consists of Vehicle and Building Maintenance, Records and Social Services. 
The Operations Unit consists of Uniformed Patrol, Training Officer, Community Relations, 
Investigations, School Resource Officers, Evidence/Property and Community Service Officers. 
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Personnel 
 
Veteran’s Day was observed on November 11th.  The holiday was first commemorated in 1919 to 
honor those who served and died in the military. The Department wishes to acknowledge those 
members who have honorably served our country in the Armed Forces:  Sergeants John Zurick, Joe 
Gaztambide and Antonio Reyes and Officers Mike Zepeda, Don Landbo, Andrew Alaniz, Robert 
Winton, Michael Cummings, Jacob Fuller, Christopher Richards, Blake Bertany, Derek Mielke, Ryan 
Moore, Nathan Hunt and Richard Dominguez.        
 
During November, the Citizens Police Academy met three times. Topics covered were use of force, 
firearms and rapid response to active shooter situations.  Instructors for these sessions included 
Officers O’Neil, Jones, Bertany and Mielke.    
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Criminal Activities 

Criminal Damage to Property: 
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 1000 block of Allen Ave. A landscape brick was used to 
break the rear window.  
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 600 block of W. Forest Ave. Both tires on the driver’s 
side of the car had been flattened. 
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 500 block of Yale St. A driver’s side window had been 
broken by unknown means.  
 

Burglary from Motor Vehicle:  
 
Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 1000 block of Allen Ave. and removed a leaf blower and 
fan. It is unknown if the vehicle had been secured. Investigation is ongoing.  
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the area of Kenwood Ave. and Ann St. and 
removed a backpack. The backpack contained the victim’s wallet, $40.00, headphones, a cell phone 
charger and a State-issued identification card.     
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 300 block of Hemlock Ln., gaining access to 
a garage door opener.  The suspect(s) opened the overhead garage door and entered the attached 
garage.  Once inside the garage, the suspect(s) entered an unsecured vehicle, removing an unknown 
amount of change.  
 
Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 200 block of Red Oak Ct. Approximately $25.00 was 
missing from the vehicle. It is unknown if the vehicle had been secured.    
 
Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 200 block of Red Oak Ct.  The owner determined $100.00 
had been taken from the center console. It is unknown if the vehicle had been secured.    
 
Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 200 block of Laurel Ln. Taken from the vehicle were a 
key, a garage door opener and an unknown amount of change.  It is unknown if the vehicle had been 
secured.  Investigation ongoing. 
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 300 block of Laurel Ln. and removed a 
computer monitor valued at $108.00. Investigation is ongoing.  
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 1000 block of S. Oak St and removed an LG 
television valued at $1,000.00.  Investigation is ongoing.  
 
Criminal Trespass to Motor Vehicle:  
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 500 block of E. Brown St. and rummaged 
through various compartments.  Nothing was taken from the vehicle. 
 
Person(s) unknown entered two unsecured vehicles in the 1000 block of S. Oak. St. The vehicles had 
been rummaged through; the owner determined nothing was missing.   
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Theft Under $500.00: 
 
Person(s) unknown and without authorization withdrew $183.00 from the victim’s bank account at a 
CVS store in Wheaton. The victim, who lives in the 200 block of Long Oak Dr., was still in possession 
of her bank card.  She believes her card information may have been compromised when she used it at 
a store in Bartlett. Investigation is ongoing.    
 
Person(s) unknown removed aviation-grade spark plugs from a business in the 1100 block of 
Commerce Dr. Loss is estimated at $1,000.00.    
 
Theft Over $500.00:  
 
An unknown person returned a snow blower in a box to Menards, located at 220 W. North Ave. The 
suspect advised the unit was purchased at the store and claimed parts to the snow blower were missing. 
The unit was exchanged for a new snow blower valued at $809.99. After the suspect left the store, it 
was discovered that an old, non-functioning unit was in the box instead of a new unit.  
 
A known person is alleged to have removed $2,500.00 from a closet in the victim’s apartment in the 
700 block of W. Forest Ave. Investigation is ongoing.  
 
Person(s) unknown agreed to sell the victim a Play Station 5 (PS5) after communicating via text. The 
victim, who lives in the 1400 block of White Oak Ln., traveled to a residence in Bensenville to 
complete the sale. Citing COVID concerns, the victim was instructed to remain in his vehicle and 
transfer $600.00 through the Zelle app. After completing the transaction, no one came out of the 
residence with the PS5. The victim made contact with the homeowner, who advised that other victims 
had been directed to his address reference the sale of a PS5.  No one at that address was selling a PS5. 
Investigation is ongoing.    
 
Theft of License Plates: 
 
Person(s) unknown removed the front and rear license plates from a vehicle in the 900 block of E. 
Gary’s Mill Rd. 
 
Person(s) unknown removed the rear license plate from a vehicle in the 300 block of E. Lester St.     
 
Criminal Damage to Property/Disorderly Conduct: 
 
Person(s) unknown broke a window and displayed what appeared to be a handgun in the 800 block of 
Burr Oaks Dr. Two vehicles approached the victims while they were walking in the parking lot.  One 
suspect exited a silver pickup truck and threw an object that broke a glass door at the front entrance of 
an apartment building. A second suspect in a black Jeep waved what appeared to be a handgun out of 
the window.  Investigation is ongoing.     
 

Credit Card Fraud:  
 
Person(s) unknown made unauthorized charges to the victim’s Home Depot credit card. The victim, 
who lives in the 400 block of W. Stimmel St., noted $5,116.06 in charges he did not make or authorize. 
The charges were made in Michigan.   
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Fraud: 
 

A known person issued a check to Menards, located at 220 W. North Ave., in the amount of $81.06. 
The check was returned due to insufficient funds in the account. The suspect has stopped answering 
calls from Menards staff. Investigation is ongoing.   
 
Person(s) unknown emailed the victim with a job offer. The victim, who lives in the 800 block of 
Lincoln Ave.,  expressed interest in the job and received a check for $4,985.00.  He was instructed to 
deposit the check into his bank account, keep $985.00 and send the rest via money orders and Cash 
app transactions to an individual in Texas. The victim did as instructed; he was then was advised by 
his bank that the $4,985.00 check bounced. The victim was able to cancel the money orders and all 
but one $500.00 Cash app transaction. Investigation is ongoing.     
 
Person(s) unknown contacted the victim at a business located in the 100 block of W. Roosevelt Rd. 
The caller claimed to be with the Health Department and that the victim needed to immediately pay 
for an important package on behalf of her employer. The victim was instructed to wire $952.99 to the 
suspect. The victim wired the money from her personal account using Western Union. The victim then 
contacted her employer and learned she had been scammed.  
 
Person(s) unknown applied for a loan in the victim’s name. The victim, who lives in the 1400 block 
of Prairie Crossing Ln., received a notice from a collection agency advising of a debt of $2,549.87 
resulting from an unpaid Maxlend Loan.    
 
Person(s) unknown applied for and received a $150,000.00 loan from the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) on behalf of a business, located in the 1100 block of Commerce Dr.  The 
business learned about the loan, for which they had not applied, when they received notice that a 
$731.00 payment was due. The SBA opened an investigation.  
 



Monthly Report 

11 

 

 

 

Monthly Performance 
 
 
 

Activities Aug 
2020 

Sep 
2020 

Oct 
2020 

Nov 
2020 

YTD 
2020 

YTD 
2019 

Total 
2019 

Traffic 
Stops 

520 426 569 481 4,072 7,156 7,565 

Traffic 
Citations 

224 196 217 186 1,657 4,339 4,545 

Traffic 
Warnings 

273 203 277 240 2,219 3,837 4,091 

Parking 
Citations 

114 106 82 145 1,169 2,140 2,301 

Traffic 
Crashes 

57 60 74 46 614 831 905 

Incident 
Reports 

212 265 265 229 2,444 2,843 3,058 
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Officer Activities 
 
On August 3, 2019, Officers Rigler and Mielke responded to a call of an intoxicated person at the 
Laundry King Laundromat, located at 285 E. Roosevelt Rd.  The subject was located, and ultimately 
found to be in possession of ten small baggies containing a white powdery substance, suspected to be 
illicit narcotics.  The subject was released from custody pending the result of analysis of the substance 
by the DuPage County Crime Lab.  Those results were received in early August 2020; the substance 
was identified as Fentanyl.  The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved a charge of 
Possession of a Controlled Substance and an arrest warrant was obtained. On November 2, 2020, 
Officers Rigler, Mielke, Eversole and Richards and Detectives Calabrese and Flanigan were in the 800 
block of Burr Oaks Dr. attempting to locate an individual when they encountered the suspect from this 
case. He was arrested, transported to the Station, fingerprinted, photographed and transported to the 
DuPage County Jail.   
 
On November 2nd, Officers Cummings and Alaniz responded to a residence in the 300 block of E. 
Pomeroy St. for a reported overdose. The subject was described as being unconscious, but breathing. 
Upon arrival, the individual was administered three doses of Narcan and regained consciousness.   
West Chicago Fire Protection District medics arrived and transported the subject to Northwestern 
Medicine Central DuPage Hospital for treatment. 
 
On November 2nd, a victim in the 1200 block of Bishop St. reported that her Ring doorbell camera 
system had captured her ex-boyfriend standing on her front porch looking inside the residence through 
a window.  A check of the ex-boyfriend’s name in a statewide law enforcement database revealed he 
had several outstanding warrants for his arrest.  Officers Rigler, Mielke, Eversole and Richards and 
Detectives Calabrese and Flanigan went to the 800 block of Burr Oaks Dr. in an attempt to locate the 
suspect. He was found and taken into custody on the warrants.  A search of his person incident to the 
arrest revealed a small baggie containing a white powdery substance, suspected to be heroin.  The 
subject was transported to the Station, where the white powder tested positive for the presence of 
Fentanyl/Heroin. The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved a charge of Possession of a 
Controlled Substance. The offender was fingerprinted, photographed and transported to the DuPage 
County Jail.      
 
On November 6th, Officers Schoonhoven and Richards and Detectives Flanigan and Calabrese 
responded to a residence in the 400 block of E. Brown St. for a report of a juvenile runaway who was 
likely in possession of a stolen handgun. The complainant advised her son had left home without 
permission; she also discovered a handgun she kept locked in the home was missing.  The juvenile’s 
girlfriend confirmed she had seen him in possession of the handgun after he had left home.  The 
juvenile returned home on his own accord on November 7th.  Officers Schoonhoven and Mielke 
followed up and confirmed the juvenile was home and returned the handgun to his mother.  The 
juvenile advised he took the handgun for protection.  The juvenile was taken into custody. The 
DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved a charge of Possession of a Stolen Firearm.  The 
offender was transported to the Kane County Juvenile Detention Center.     
 
On September 26th, Officer Perry and Sergeant Reyes responded to Pioneer School, located at 130 E. 
Forest Ave., for a robbery. The victim stated three suspects punched him and took his cell phone and 
wallet containing $1,469.00 before leaving the area. Security cameras in the area captured the crime. 
Detective Herbert and School Resource Officer Fuller were able to develop suspect information 
through interviews with witnesses and searches of social media posts. On November 18th, Detective  
Herbert contacted the DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office, who approved a single count of 
Robbery against two of the three juvenile offenders.  
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On May 19, 2019, Officer Perry responded to Gloria’s Jewelry, located at 178 W. Washington St., for 
a burglary report. The suspect had broken out a window to gain access to the store. Sergeant Zurick 
performed evidence technician duties for this case and recovered blood from the window frame 
surrounding the broken window.  The blood was sent to the DuPage County Crime Lab.  Detective 
Peterson received a response from the crime lab that the blood collected at the burglary was a potential 
match to an individual with a profile currently in the national DNA database.  The DNA was confirmed 
to be a match after a sample was taken from the suspect (pursuant to a search warrant) while he was 
in the custody of the Cook County Jail on a matter unrelated to this burglary.  Detective Peterson 
contacted the DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office, who approved a charge of Burglary against 
the offender. An arrest warrant was obtained and on November 2nd, the suspect was served with a copy 
at the Vandalia Correctional Center, where he is serving a prison sentence unrelated to this case.            
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Department Overview 
 
The Mission of the West Chicago Police Department is to Protect Life and Liberty, Provide Quality Police 
Services, and Forge Community Partnerships with Integrity and Professionalism. 

 
There are three units in the Police Department: Office of the Chief of Police, Support Services Unit 
and Operations Unit. 

 
The Office of the Chief of Police’s primary responsibility is to provide general management direction 
and control for the Department. The Office of the Chief of Police consists of the Management 
Analyst, and the Administrative Assistant. 

 
The Support Services Unit consists of Vehicle and Building Maintenance, Records and Social Services. 
The Operations Unit consists of Uniformed Patrol, Training Officer, Community Relations, 
Investigations, School Resource Officers, Evidence/Property and Community Service Officers. 
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Personnel 
 
In what has become an annual tradition, the West Chicago Police Department participated in the Marine 
Corps’ Toys for Tots Program. Beginning in early November through December 13th, Citizens were 
encouraged to drop off an unwrapped toy at the Police Station.  In 2020, the DuPage County Toys for 
Tots Team was able to distribute 54,279 toys to over 26,656 local children.  Special thanks to Officer 
Zepeda (Marine Corp Veteran) for coordinating our participation with this event. 

 
The participants enrolled in the Fall 2020 Citizens Police Academy successfully completed the program 
and were presented with their certificates.   
 

 

\ 
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Criminal Activities 

Criminal Damage to Property: 
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a business in the 800 block of W. Hawthorne Ln.  A window on the south 
side of the building was broken by unknown means.   
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 200 block of E. Brown St. Sugar was poured in the gas 
tank of the car. 
 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 500 block of Carriage Dr. Three tires on the car were 
punctured.  
 
A known person damaged a vehicle in the 400 block of Church St. The suspect approached the victim 
as she was sitting in her vehicle. The victim locked her car door and ignored the suspect, prompting the 
suspect to punch the side window several times with his fist.  The suspect left the scene prior to the 
arrival of police.  While the glass did not break, the window and surrounding weather-stripping was 
damaged and needed to be repaired.  An arrest warrant for the offender was obtained and remains 
outstanding. 

 
Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 700 block of Joliet St. The paint on the passenger side of 
the car was scratched with an unknown object. 

 
Criminal Defacement:  
 
Person(s) unknown spray-painted gang-related graffiti on a fence adjacent to a residence in the 100 
block of E. York Ave.  
 
Persons(s) unknown used a marker to write gang-related graffiti in a common hallway in an apartment 
building in the 1200 block of Kings Cir.   
 
Burglary from Motor Vehicle: 
 
Person(s) unknown entered two vehicles parked at a residence in the 400 block of W. Washington St. 
An unknown amount of change and costume jewelry were missing.  It is unknown if the vehicles were 
secured.  
 
Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 100 block of Center St. and removed $50.00 in change and 
an electronic device.  The victim was adamant he had secured the car and there was no evidence of 
forced entry. 

 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 1000 block of Hahn Place. A backpack 
containing textbooks and $600.00 was removed from the vehicle. 
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 200 block of E. Wilson St. A coat and wallet 
were taken from the vehicle.  The wallet was later found in the yard of a neighbor; an unknown amount 
of cash and several gift cards had been removed from the wallet.    
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 100 block of Whispering Oaks Dr. A purse 
containing a vehicle key, a watch, a driver’s license and several debit and credit cards were taken. 
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Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 100 block of Whispering Oaks Dr. and removed 
a tool box. 

 
Criminal Trespass to Motor Vehicle: 

 
Person(s) unknown entered a vehicle in the 300 block of Harrison St.  Compartments within the vehicle 
had been rummaged through, but nothing taken. It is unknown if the vehicle had been secured.  
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 1600 block of Orchard Ct.  Compartments 
within the vehicle had been rummaged through, but nothing taken. 
 
Person(s) unknown entered an unsecured vehicle in the 1600 block of Whispering Oaks Dr. 
Compartments within the vehicle had been rummaged through, but nothing taken.  

 
Theft Over $500.00: 
 
Person(s) unknown removed a snow plow from a truck parked in a lot in the 200 block of E. Roosevelt 
Rd. Loss is estimated at $3,200.00.  

 
Theft Under $500.00: 

 
Person(s) unknown removed a package from a mailbox in the 200 block of Turner Ct. The package 
contained a ring and necklace valued at a combined total of $96.00. 
 
Person(s) unknown removed a package that had been delivered to the lobby of an apartment building 
in the 500 block of Carriage Dr.  Loss is estimated at $40.00.  

 
Retail Theft: 
 
An unknown person entered the Citgo, located at 250 S. Neltnor Blvd., and asked for two packs of 
cigarettes. The clerk placed the cigarettes on the counter; the suspect placed the items in his pocket and 
ran from the store. Loss is estimated at $19.54.   
 
Theft of Lost/Mislaid Property: 

 
An unknown person took the victim’s wallet at the Jewel-Osco, located at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd., after 
he had lost it in the store.  The wallet contained $1,500.00, a driver’s license, two debit cards and a 
credit card.  
 
Person(s) unknown removed the victim’s unattended purse from a shopping cart at Jewel-Osco, located 
at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd. The victim returned her shopping cart to a cart corral in the parking lot, 
forgetting to take her purse.  An unknown person later located the purse along the side of Joliet St.  
Using identifying information contained in the purse, the unknown person returned the purse to the 
victim’s residence.  The victim advised $430.00 and her driver’s license were missing. 
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Motor Vehicle Theft: 
 
An unknown person stole a vehicle from the 500 block of Main St. The owner left the vehicle 
unattended, running and unlocked while he entered a store. When he returned the vehicle was gone.  
The vehicle was later recovered unoccupied and undamaged in unincorporated DuPage County. 
 
Person(s) unknown stole a vehicle from the 2800 block of Camden Dr. The vehicle had been left 
unsecured with the keys inside. The car was recovered unoccupied and undamaged by the St. Charles 
Police Department.   

 
Attempted Robbery: 
 
An unknown person attempted to rob the victim in the 900 block of Apple Tree Ln. The victim returned 
home and fell asleep in his car, which was parked in his garage with the overhead door open.  The 
victim was awakened by the suspect demanding money. The victim stated he had no money and the 
suspect left. A K-9 unit from the Elmhurst Police Department tracked the suspect’s trail to a nearby 
residence in the jurisdiction of the DuPage County Sheriff’s Office.  A vehicle at that location had been 
entered by the suspect without the owner’s consent; unknown if anything had been taken.  The K-9 lost 
the suspect’s scent just beyond the property line of the second residence. 
 
Fraud: 

 
A known person repaid the victim for a loan with five counterfeit $20.00 bills at a residence in the 100 
block of E. Stimmel St. Investigation is ongoing.    
 
Person(s) unknown and without authorization opened three credit card accounts in the victim’s name.  
The victim, who lives in the 400 block of Highland Ave., also learned an unknown person obtained a 
California driver’s license in his name.  Investigation is ongoing. 
 
Person(s) unknown phoned the victim, who lives in the 900 block of Gary’s Mill Rd., and offered to 
sell her an iPhone 12 for $399.00. The victim paid as instructed and a week later received a phone; 
however it was not an iPhone 12.  In the course of arranging for the proper phone, the victim sent the 
suspect another $415.00.  After sending the second payment, the victim learned the entire transaction 
was a scam. 
 
Person(s) unknown emailed the victim, who lives in the 1100 block of Blakeley St., and offered a job 
as a personal assistant conducting financial transactions. The victim agreed to accept payments into his 
personal checking account and then transfer all except for $200.00 to various accounts via Bitcoin, 
Zelle, Cash app or PayPal. After receiving a deposit of $1,298.03 and transferring the money via Bitcoin 
to an account specified by the suspect, Chase Bank put a hold on the victim’s account due to the 
suspicious nature of the transactions. Investigation is ongoing.      
 
During the month of December 2020, the Department received 39 complaints of Identity Theft via 
fraudulent claims for unemployment benefits through the Illinois Department of Employment Security. 

 
Burglary: 
 
Persons unknown forced entry to a business located in the 1200 block of W. Roosevelt Rd.  The glass 
in the front door to the business had been shattered with a hammer. Once inside, the suspects broke into 
numerous jewelry display cases.  A number of items were removed; however, an exact accounting of 
the items stolen was not known at the time of the initial report.  Investigation is ongoing.  
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Persons unknown forced entry to a gas station located in the 1400 block of W. Roosevelt Rd. The glass 
in the front entry door of the business had been shattered with a crow bar, allowing entry. The suspects 
accessed the cash registers, removing an unknown amount of cash. The offenders left the scene 
westbound on Roosevelt Rd. in a white box truck. The owner advised the building had been secured, 
but the alarm did not properly activate. Investigation is ongoing.   

 
Criminal Damage to Property/Theft of Motor Vehicle:  
 
Persons unknown arrived at an apartment in the 1200 block of Kings Cir., flashed gang signs and threw 
a rock through an apartment window.  The suspects entered two separate vehicles and fled the area.  
The victims got into their car and followed the two vehicles.  The driver of one of the suspect cars 
intentionally crashed into the victim’s vehicle.  In the process, the suspect’s vehicle became disabled.  
The occupants abandoned the vehicle, fled on foot and were not located.  Further investigation revealed 
the disabled vehicle had been stolen from the apartment complex shortly before the window had been 
broken.  The owner of the stolen car reported she had left the car running, unoccupied and unsecured 
while she was inside her apartment.  Investigation is ongoing. 

 
Criminal Sexual Abuse:  
 
An unknown person on an unknown date in August 2020 approached the victim in the 100 block of E. 
Forest Ave. and placed his hand down her pants.  The suspect fled the area on foot.  The incident was 
reported to police in December 2020.  Investigation is ongoing. 

 
Criminal Sexual Assault: 
 
The victim alleged a known person sexually assaulted him “too many times to count” at his residence 
in the 1300 block of Snowberry Ln. The complainant alleged the assaults were witnessed by Kanye 
West and other celebrities.  The victim was transported to Northwestern Medicine Central DuPage 
Hospital for a psychiatric evaluation.  Investigation is ongoing. 
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Monthly Performance 
 
 
 

Activities Sep 
2020 

Oct 
2020 

Nov 
2020 

Dec 
2020 

YTD 
2020 

YTD 
2019 

Total 
2019 

Traffic 
Stops 

426 569 481 574 4,646 7,565 7,565 

Traffic 
Citations 

196 217 186 283 1,849 4,545 4,545 

Traffic 
Warnings 

203 277 240 297 2,516 4,091 4,091 

Parking 
Citations 

106 82 145 124 1,293 2,301 2,301 

Traffic 
Crashes 

60 74 63 57 688 903 905 

Incident 
Reports 

265 265 229 208 2,652 3,058 3,058 
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Officer Activities 
 
On November 7th, officers were dispatched to the 100 block of W. Hazel Street for a report of shots 
fired. Officers discovered two houses and one vehicle had been struck by bullets. No people were 
injured. The investigation revealed two vehicles were involved in the incident and that two occupants 
in one of those vehicles fired the shots.  Over the course of the next few weeks Detectives followed up 
on the case and identified persons of interest. Detectives learned gang members from West Chicago and 
Rockford, IL were involved in the shooting.  In late November 2020 a joint operation involving 
members of the West Chicago Police Department and the Rockford Police Department commenced, 
aimed at locating the suspects.  Between late November and early December 2020 four suspects (two 
from West Chicago, two from Rockford) were located and ultimately charged with numerous felonies 
in connection with the shooting.  Those charges include Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm within 1000 
Feet of a School, Unlawful Possession of a Firearm by a Felon and Unlawful Possession of a Weapon 
by a Street Gang Member in a Vehicle. 

 
On December 25th, Officers Mielke, Richards, Rigler and Moore were dispatched to an apartment in the 
500 block of Carriage Dr. for a call of a subject pounding on the windows to an apartment. Upon arrival 
officers observed a male dragging a female from the common hallway into an apartment.  Officers 
intervened and after a physical struggle with the male, took him into custody.  The investigation revealed 
the male was the ex-boyfriend of the female.  He had arrived at the victim’s apartment uninvited and 
insisted on speaking with her.  When she refused, the male entered her first floor apartment via an 
unlocked window.  Two of the officers involved in this incident received minor injuries as a result of 
the suspect actively resisting arrest.  The DuPage County State’s Attorney’s Office approved charges 
of felony Criminal Trespass to Residence, Aggravated Resisting a Peace Officer and Domestic Battery 
against the offender.  The offender was transported to the DuPage County Jail to await a bond hearing. 
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Department Overview 
 
The Mission of the West Chicago Police Department is to Protect Life and Liberty, Provide Quality Police 
Services, and Forge Community Partnerships with Integrity and Professionalism. 

 
There are three units in the Police Department: Office of the Chief of Police, Support Services Unit 
and Operations Unit. 

 
The Office of the Chief of Police’s primary responsibility is to provide general management direction 
and control for the Department. The Office of the Chief of Police consists of the Management 
Analyst, and the Administrative Assistant. 

 
The Support Services Unit consists of Vehicle and Building Maintenance, Records and Social Services. 
The Operations Unit consists of Uniformed Patrol, Training Officer, Community Relations, 
Investigations, School Resource Officers, Evidence/Property and Community Service Officers. 
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Personnel 
 

Effective January 31st, Chief Uplegger retired from the Police Department. We thank the Chief for his 
28 years of service to the City of West Chicago and wish him well in his future endeavors.    
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Criminal Activities 

Criminal Damage to Property: 

Person(s) unknown damaged a vehicle in the 400 block of St. Andrews Ct. A tire had been flattened, 
multiple windows were broken out, the interior and exterior of the car had been spray-painted and other 
exterior parts had been damaged. Investigation is ongoing.    

A known person arrived at a residence in the 200 block of Joliet St. and demanded entry. The homeowner 
denied the request and the suspect began pounding on the door. The victim stated they were calling 911, 
prompting the suspect to leave. The victim discovered the screen door had been damaged and a pane of 
glass in the entry door was broken.  Investigation is ongoing.  

An unknown person damaged a business in the 200 block of S. Neltnor Blvd. Officers responded to an 
alarm activation and found the front window broken.  No one was found inside the store.  Security camera 
footage showed a suspect throw a rock through the window, look into the business and then flee 
northbound on foot.  Investigation is ongoing.   

 
Criminal Defacement: 
 
Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on a Street sign in the 100 block of W. Grand Lake 
Blvd.   
 
Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on a garage in the 600 block of Joliet St.  
 
Person(s) unknown spray painted gang-related graffiti on the first floor hallway wall of an apartment 
building in the 1200 block of Kings Cir. 

 
Theft Over $500.00: 
 
Person(s) unknown ordered $14,000.00 worth of caulk using a company account. The caulk was never 
delivered to any of the company’s job sites. The owner believes that the caulk was purchased without 
authorization by an employee and will be resold. Investigation is ongoing. 

 
Theft Under $500.00: 
 
Person(s) unknown stole a package delivered by Amazon to a common area of an apartment building in 
the 200 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. The package contained a pair of shoes.  
 
Person(s) unknown entered the victim’s unsecured gym locker at Wheaton Academy, located at 900 
Prince Crossing Rd. A pair of Apple Airpods was taken and $120.00 was removed from the victim’s 
wallet.     

 
Retail Theft: 
 
An unknown person removed two bottles of whiskey valued at $70.00 without paying from Jewel Osco, 
located at 177 E. Roosevelt Rd.  
 
Person(s) unknown removed a drill and driver combination without paying from Menards, located at 220 
W. North Ave. Two suspects entered the store and one placed the items in his jacket. Both exited the 
store and left the area in an unknown make/model of vehicle. 
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Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts and/or Accessories: 
 
On two separate occasions during the month, person(s) unknown removed catalytic converters from two 
vehicles in the 1200 block of Kings Cir.   
 
Person(s) unknown removed two batteries from a truck parked in the 900 block of E. Roosevelt Road. 
The truck had been in the lot for 6 to 12 months without being started. 
 
Person(s) unknown removed a catalytic converter from a vehicle in the 200 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. 

 
Fraud: 

 
Person(s) unknown telephoned the victim at his residence in the 500 block of N. Oak St. The victim was 
told police and a prosecutor in China were investigating him for possible financial crimes. The victim 
was convinced to provide a $30,000.00 “pledge” to stay out of legal troubles. The victim transferred the 
money to an account in China.  Investigation is ongoing. 

 
Burglary: 

 
Unknown persons forced entry to a business in the 900 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. by prying the back door 
open. A case of frozen chicken wings was taken.  Investigation is ongoing.   
 
Unknown persons forced entry to a business in the 900 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. by prying the back door 
open.  Nail polish, nail care equipment and $300.00 were taken. Investigation is ongoing.     
 
Unknown persons forced entry to a business in the 900 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. by prying the back door 
open. Removed was an ATM machine, an iPhone 6, a PlayStation and $250.00. Investigation is ongoing.     
 
Unknown persons forced entry to a business in the 900 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. by prying the back door 
open. At the time of the initial report, nothing is believed to have been taken from the business.  
Investigation is ongoing.  

 
Person(s) unknown forced entry to the rear entrance of a business in the 100 block of N. Neltnor Blvd. 
Once inside the suspect(s) forced open a safe, removing $909.00.  Investigation is ongoing.   
 
Person(s) unknown entered the BP, located at 219 S. Neltnor Blvd, by unknown means.  An ATM and 
cash register were pried open and cash removed from both devices. Numerous cartons of cigarettes 
(approximately 120) were taken. Investigation is ongoing.   
 
Person(s) unknown entered a residence in the 1000 block of Bishop St. The owner had been out of town 
for over a month; entry was made by prying open a basement window. Drawers in bedrooms had been 
emptied out; at the time of the initial report, it is unknown what may be missing.  Investigation is ongoing.  

 
(Attempt) First Degree Murder: 
 
An unknown person shot the victim while he was sitting in his car in the parking lot of a business in the 
500 block of Industrial Dr. The victim suffered severe wounds to the face and was transported to Good 
Samaritan Hospital.  Investigation is ongoing.
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Monthly Performance 

 
 
 

Activities   Oct 
2020 

Nov 
2020 

Dec 
2020 

 Jan 
2021 

  YTD           
2021 

YTD 
2020 

 Total   
2020 

Traffic 
Stops 

569 481 574  508 508 385 4,646 

Traffic 
Citations 

217 186  283 121 121 126 1,849 

Traffic 
Warnings 

277 240  297 217 217 269 2,516 

Parking 
Citations 

  82 145 124 343 343 190 1,293 

Traffic 
Crashes 

74 63 69 42 42 58 700 

Incident 
Reports 

265 229 208 192 192 192 
 

2,652 
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Officer Activities 
 
On January 3rd, Officer Gelsomino met with the victim of a vehicle theft. The victim reported he had 
agreed to sell a vehicle to the suspect, allowing the suspect to take possession of the car and provide 
payment a few days later. After a week, the suspect had not paid for the car.  The suspect agreed to return 
the car, which he did, along with the keys.  The victim subsequently the same day left the car legally 
parked on the street; when he returned he discovered the car was gone.  Police were notified and a stolen 
motor vehicle investigation was initiated. On January 5th, Officer Kowalik observed the vehicle driving 
in the area of Main St. and Chicago Ave.  Officer Kowalik and Jones conducted a traffic stop with the 
vehicle on Washington St.  They discovered the steering column was damaged.  The driver, found to be 
the same individual who had considered buying the car, was determined to be driving with a suspended 
driver’s license and had an outstanding arrest warrant. The suspect was placed under arrest and 
transported to the Station and interviewed. The suspect admitted that after bringing the car back to the 
owner, he returned, broke open the steering column and “hot-wired” the car.  The DuPage County State’s 
Attorney’s Office approved a charge of Possession of a Stolen Motor Vehicle.  The offender was also 
issued traffic citations for Driving While License Suspended and Operating an Uninsured Motor 
Vehicle.  He was transported to the DuPage County Jail to await a bond hearing. 
 
On January 26th, Officers O’Neil and Perry and Sergeant Reyes were dispatched to a medical facility 
located in the 200 block of W. Roosevelt Rd. for a domestic-related incident. Officers were advised one 
of the parties involved in the situation was on scene and known to carry a gun on his person.  That 
individual was located and found to have a loaded .22 caliber pistol in his waistband.  He was arrested 
for illegal possession of the firearm and transported to the Station. The DuPage County State’s 
Attorney’s Office ultimately approved a charge of Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon against the 
suspect. The arrestee was transported to the DuPage County Jail to await a bond hearing. Meanwhile, 
the individual determined to be the victim of the original domestic-related incident advised the suspect 
had been physically and verbally abusive to her. Additionally, the victim alleged she had been prevented 
by the offender from leaving their residence or using her phone. The victim was placed in contact with 
the Department’s social worker for assistance with pursuing an Order of Protection.        
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