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ITEM SUMMARY: 
Wiant House Properties, LLC, owner of 151 W Washington Street in the Turner Junction Historic Dis-
trict, is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to increase the height of the existing 
rear addition to the building known as the Wiant House. The applicant intends to renovate the interior 
of the building for a future bakery/café. Included in the renovation is raising the floor within the exist-
ing rear addition so that it is even with the floor of the main structure. Currently, the floor in the exist-
ing rear addition and the floor in the main structure create a split-level floor plan. The back area of the 
entire structure will serve as the kitchen and the applicant desires to make this space more functional 
by removing the split-level aspect. To do so, the applicant must raise the overall height of the existing 
addition on the rear of the building.   
 

The applicant intends to remove the roof of the existing rear addition and will raise the floor and walls 
in the existing rear addition to be level with the first floor of the main portion of the Wiant House. A 
new roof with a roofline and shingles that match the rear elevation of the Wiant House will be incorpo-
rated into the existing rear building addition. The applicant then intends to install hardwood siding, 
painted a dark red, on the raised exterior wall area of the existing building addition, approximately 5 
feet. Please see attached detailed scope of work, architectural elevations, renderings, and photos for 
additional information.  
 

Staff raised concerns with the applicant that the proposed hardwood, which was originally proposed to 
be painted white, will not be consistent with the existing materials on the overall structure. Although 
the portion of the building the hardwood is being added to is not the original structure, the new mate-
rial will be publicly visible and may detract from the rest of the structure. The applicant and their con-
tractor, at the suggestion of staff, began investigating using a thin brick veneer that would match the 
existing brick on the rear addition. The applicant has indicated that solid brick is not possible because 
of structural limitations to the existing rear building addition. Information on the thin brick veneer alter-
native was not yet available as of the writing of this memo.    
 

The Wiant House is considered a candidate for local landmark status and is contributing to the 
Turner-Junction Historic District. Constructed in 1869, it consists of the Second Empire architectural 
style and was originally the home of Joel Wiant, an early settler of the City. The Wiant House remains 
an important historical asset of the Historic District and the City overall.  

ACTION PROPOSED: 
The HPC is being asked to consider approval of the proposed expansion of the existing rear addition 
to the Wiant House with a dark red hardwood siding. The HPC may wish to consider an alternative to 
the proposed hardwood, such as thin brick veneer to match the existing brick.   
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Certificate of Appropriateness for 151 W. Washington Street 

Photographs of the existing site conditions 
(included in the packet, along with existing elevation) 

Detailed scope of work 
Summary: To raise up the floor on the rear addition to meet up with the existing floor from the 
main building.  The purpose is to have the kitchen area at the same level for safety and ease of 
delivering food to front of the building. 
 

• Remove the existing roof off the rear addition  
• Raise the floor and walls to meet up with the floor of the main building’s 1st floor 
• Build a new roof with a roof line that matches the elevation of the middle of the 

building, using matching existing asphalt shingles 
• Install hardwood siding, painted reddish-brown, on the new built-up area, 

approximately 5 feet 
• Replace side windows with matching brick (as close as possible) 
• Replace rear windows with matching cinder block 
• Replace small round window in the rear of the building with a rectangular transom 

window 
 
No changes will be made to the existing historic building. 

Description of all proposed materials to be used 
• Cinder block matching rear of building 
• Matching brick (as close as possible) on sides of building 
• Hardwood siding, painted reddish-brown to closely match the brick, on the new built-up 

area 
• White rectangular 107.5” x 15” vinyl transom window facing rear of building 
• Matching asphalt shingles on roof 

Plat of survey 
(included in the packet) 

Proposed architectural elevations/blueprints  
(included in the packet) 

• South side elevation 
• East side elevation 
• West side elevation 

  



Original: 

 
 
Proposed: 
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ITEM SUMMARY: 
 
Orange Elephant Roofing is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the ex-
isting roof on the house at 828 South Neltnor Boulevard, owned by Michael Gunther. The applicant is 
proposing to remove the existing shingles and decking and will install IKO Dynasty architectural shin-
gles with a Frostone Grey color. The existing white gutters and downspouts will be replaced with 5-
inch white gutters and downspouts. No other changes to the exterior of the house nor the property are 
proposed. Please see photos and detailed scope of work for additional information.  
 
The property was locally landmarked in December of 1997 and is therefore subject to COA review 
and approval prior to any modifications to the exterior of the home or property. The Georgian home 
was built in the mid-19th Century. It is known as the “Gates Knoll Residence” after John “Bet a Million” 
Gates, the founder of Texaco Oil, who had previously lived in the house.  
 
ACTION PROPOSED: 
 
Consideration of a new roof at 828 South Neltnor Boulevard.  
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DRAFT 
 

WEST CHICAGO HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 
June 28, 2022 

 
 
Members Present:                       City Staff:  
Vince Malina     John Sterrett, City Planner 
Wendy Christman     Kelley Chrisse, Economic Development Coordinator    
Richard Vigsnes       
Reverend Bill Andrews    Guests:  Ronald Segert, Norris Segert Funeral Home 
        
Members Absent:       
Keith Letsche  
Crystal Noland-Rianni                                     
SueEllen Edwards 
   
  
1. Call to Order and Establishment of a Quorum 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Malina at 6:00p.m. With four members present, 
a quorum was established. Chairman Malina introduced Wendy Christman as the new 
Commissioner and Kelley Chrisse, new Economic Development Coordinator.  

 
2. Public Comment – None.  
 
2. Certificate of Appropriateness Review 

A. C.O.A. 22-05 – 132 Fremont Street – Norris-Segert Funeral Home – Fence Replacement  
Mr. Sterrett stated that Ronald Segert of Norris-Segert Funeral Home and Cremation Services, 
owner of 132 Fremont Street in the Turner-Junction Historic District, is seeking approval of a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to replace an existing 6-foot tall shadowbox fence. The existing 
fence is located along the side property line south of the funeral home building, approximately 
107 feet in length. This fence has begun to fall into disrepair. The petitioner is proposing to 
remove this existing fence and install a new 6-foot tall fence in the same location. The new fence 
will also be a shadowbox fence and will have a western red cedar color. The proposed fence 
complies with the City’s Zoning Code.  
 
The building is an Eclectic architectural style. According to the property survey for the Turner 
Junction Historic District, the building was constructed in 1946. At the time of the survey from 
1991, the building was less than 50 years old and identified as non-contributing and not a 
candidate for local landmark status. Given its current age of 76 years, the building could be 
considered for local landmark status.               
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After a brief discussion, Chairman Malina made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Malina, 
to approve the COA application as presented. With a voice vote of all ayes the motion carried.  
 

3. Historic District Boundaries   
The Commission continued its discussion on amending the boundaries of the Turner Junction 
Historic District, including the process for amending the boundaries of the Historic District and 
other potential options for maintaining the historic character in the downtown. The Commission 
also discussed other various roles for encouraging preservation of historically significant 
homes.   

4. Approval of the Draft May 24, 2022 Meeting Minutes 
Commissioner Malina made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Vigsnes, to approve the draft 
meeting meetings of May 24, 2022. With a vote voice of three (3) ayes and one (1) abstention, 
the motion carried.  
 

6.  Adjournment 
Chairman Malina a made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Christman, to adjourn the 
meeting. With a voice vote of all ayes the motion carried.  The Historical Preservation 
Commission, at 6:41 p.m., adjourned.  

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
John H. Sterrett, City Planner 



City of West Chicago 
Historical Preservation Commission 

2023 Meeting Schedule 
 
 

 
 

 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
 
Tuesday, February 28 2023 
 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 
 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023 
 
Tuesday, May 23, 2023 
 
Tuesday, June 27, 2023 
 
Tuesday, July 25, 2023 
 
Tuesday, August 22, 2023 
 
Tuesday, September 26, 2023 
 
Tuesday, October 24, 2023 
 
Tuesday, November 28, 2023 
 
Tuesday, December 26, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Historical Preservation Commission 
Meets the fourth Tuesday of each month. 
 
Meetings occur at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Meetings will take place in the Council 
Chambers of West Chicago City Hall – 475 
Street, unless otherwise indicated.   
 
Packets are sent electronically no later than 
the Thursday prior to a meeting. 
 
Notices for cancelled meetings will be sent 
as soon as practical no later than the 
Thursday before the scheduled meeting. 
 
The Historical Preservation Commission 
requires at least 4 members to be present to 
constitute a quorum.  
 
If a member is not able to attend a meeting, 
the member should notify City staff as soon 
as practical.  
 
For questions, please contact John Sterrett, 
City Planner, at 630-293-220 ext. 158 or at 
jsterrett@westchicago.org. 
 
 

mailto:jsterrett@westchicago.org

	C.O.A. 22-06 151 W Washington St.pdf
	STAFF REVIEW: John Sterrett, City Planner

	C.O.A. 22-07 828 S. Neltnor.pdf
	STAFF REVIEW: John Sterrett, City Planner


